
Medicaid Policy Timeline

Deadline to extend 

Appendix K HCBS 

flexibilities by 

requesting permanent 

change to underlying 

HCBS authorities. 

(FFCRA/CAA/CMS 

Unwinding Guidance)

Nov. 11
2023

Begin providing 

12-months of

continuous eligibility 

for children up to age

19 (Consolodated 

Appropriations Act of

2023)

Begin reporting 

mandatory children’s 

core set measures, 

behavioral health 

measures on the adult 

core set, and health 

home quality core set 

measures (SUPPORT 

Act/Bipartisan Budget 

Act of 2018)

Jul. 
2024

*Most states have 

completed their 

unwinding period 

(FFCRA/CAA/CMS 

Unwinding Guidance)

Deadline to implement 

changes to streamline 

enrollment into 

Medicare Shared 

Savings Programs 

(Eligibility and 

Enrollment Final Rule)

Oct. 
2024

Jan. 
2025

Begin providing physical and 

behavioral health screenings 

to juveniles within 30 days of 

release from an institutional 

setting, and targeted case 

management services for 30 

days pre- and post-release 

(Consolodated Appropriations 

Act of 2023)

Searchable and 

regularly updated 

provider directories 

must be available on a 

public website for 

managed care and fee 

for service programs 

(Consolodated 

Appropriations Act of 

2023)

Jul. 
2025

Mar. 
2025

*Must comply with new 

eligibility rules that seek 

to remove barriers to 

enrollment, reduce churn, 

and create new member 

protections

(Eligibility and Enrollment 

Proposed Rule)

* Estimated dates

*Medicaid Agencies 

and Medicaid MCOs

implemented new Health 

Level 7 (HL7) Fast 

Healthcare Interoperability
Resources (FHIR) application 

programming interfaces 

(APIs) (Interoperability and 

Prior Authorization Proposed 

Rule)

Jan. 
2024

Publish fee-for-service 

rate information and 

conduct an analysis 

comparing Medicaid 

FFS rates to Medicare 

rates (Access 

Proposed Rule)

Jan 
2026
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This timeline does not catalogue every upcoming regulatory deadline. NAMD encourages states to review CMS’s final rules and guidance for other deadlines. 

https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/smd23004.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/smd23004.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/sho23004.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-08-31/pdf/2023-18669.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-08-31/pdf/2023-18669.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-08-31/pdf/2023-18669.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/cib010523_1.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/cib010523_1.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-21/pdf/2023-20382.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-21/pdf/2023-20382.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-21/pdf/2023-20382.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-21/pdf/2023-20382.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-fy-2023-consolidated-appropriations-act-medicaid-policies/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-fy-2023-consolidated-appropriations-act-medicaid-policies/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-fy-2023-consolidated-appropriations-act-medicaid-policies/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-fy-2023-consolidated-appropriations-act-medicaid-policies/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-fy-2023-consolidated-appropriations-act-medicaid-policies/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NAMD-Memo-Streamlining-the-Application-Eligibility-Determination-Enrollment-and-Renewal-Processes-CMS-2421-P-1.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NAMD-Memo-Streamlining-the-Application-Eligibility-Determination-Enrollment-and-Renewal-Processes-CMS-2421-P-1.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/cms-proposes-interoperability-and-prior-authorization-rule/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/cms-proposes-interoperability-and-prior-authorization-rule/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/cms-proposes-interoperability-and-prior-authorization-rule/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
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*States with unwinding 

compliance plans 

must be in full 

compliance with

Jul. 
2026

*A system is in place for 

beneficiaries in 1915(c) 

waivers in FFS delivery 

systems to file grievances

federal eligibility rules related to compliance with 

(FFCRA/CAA/CMS person-centered care 

Unwinding Guidance)  planning requirements

and the HCBS Settings 

Rule (Access Proposed 

Rule)

*Medicaid websites 

must meet WCAG 2.1 

website accessibility 

standards

(Section 504 Non- 

descrimination 

Proposed Rule)

*Medicaid websites 

must meet 

standards aimed at 

promoting 

uniformity and 

accessibility 

(Access Proposed 

Rule)

*Medicaid programs 

must use HCBS 

Quality Measure Set 

reporting in 1915(c) 

waiver programs 

(Access Proposed 

Rule)

*Programs operate 

and maintain an HCBS 

incident management 

system that identifies, 

reports, triages, 

investigates, resolves,

tracks, and trends critical 

incidents

(Access Proposed Rule)

*Managed care quality 

rating system is in place 

that includes mandatory 

federal measures, a 

rating methodology, and a

mandatory website format 

(Managed Care Proposed 

Rule)
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Jul. 
2028

*At least 80 percent of 

all Medicaid payments 

for homemaker, home

health aide, and personal 

care services are being 

spent on compensation 

to direct care workers 

(Access Proposed Rule)

*Medicaid programs must report, at 

the facility level, on the portion of 

payments for nursing facility and 

ICF/IID services that are spent on 

compensation for the direct care 

and support staff workforce 

(Minimum Staffing Standards 

Proposed Rule)

Oct. 
2028

Oct. 
2026

Jul. 
2027

Dec. 
2028

* Estimated dates (proposed rules)

This timeline does not catalogue every upcoming regulatory deadline. NAMD encourages states to review CMS’s final rules and guidance for other deadlines. 

https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/sum-st-mit-strat-comply-medi-renew-req.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/sum-st-mit-strat-comply-medi-renew-req.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-14/pdf/2023-19149.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-14/pdf/2023-19149.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-09-14/pdf/2023-19149.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/medicaid-managed-care-quality/quality-rating-system/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/medicaid-managed-care-quality/quality-rating-system/index.html
https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/namd-memo-summary-of-managed-care-and-access-proposed-rules/
https://medicaiddirectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/NAMD-Memo-Minimum-Staffing-Ratio-CMS-3442-P.pdf
https://medicaiddirectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/NAMD-Memo-Minimum-Staffing-Ratio-CMS-3442-P.pdf
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